
CITIES CALL FORESTS AND BACK (CFB-WS)

Venue: Romagna Acque Società delle Fonti,  Centro Operativo di Capaccio, SS 310, Km 48,8. 
Località Santa Sofia (Forlì/Cesena)
Meeting time: Tuesday, 12  December, 2023, from 15.00 to 20.00
End of the CFB-WS: Wednesday, 20 December at noon 

The course will run from December 12 when participants will have a welcome briefing and 
aperitif at the venue at 19.00 hrs, to December 20 at noon. 

Please note that if you decide to arrive earlier or leave later, outside the course period, all the on-
site costs will be your liability. 

HOW TO GET TO SANTA SOFIA

Traveling by car 
Please select on the car navigator or smartphone the following coordinates: https://maps.app.
goo.gl/j3YggQ19dfsfV72R9

Traveling by airplan+train+bus/navette connections
The best arrival and departure airport to the final destination is BOLOGNA GUGLIELMO 
MARCONI AIRPORT, the closest airport to the meeting point (around 120 km/90 minutes from 
Loc. Capaccio by car).

Deciding to get there by public transport, proceed to Bologna Centrale railway station 
(Marconi Express, Bus, Taxi: see at https://www.bologna-airport.it/benvenuto-all-aeroporto-di-
bologna/?idC=62175#section-park-form) and get a train to Forlì railway station. Next to Forlì 
train station, in Piazzale Ilario Bandini,  at Forlì Punto Bus, you can get a bus to Santa Sofia, line 
132, final destination Campigna. The bus timetable is available at https://www.startromagna.it/
downloads/orari/Forli_Extra_Linea_132.pdf 

Milan and Florence airports are also acceptable options in terms of flight availability. In the latter 
case, you must calculate the transfer time and costs from the Airports to Milano Centrale or 
Firenze Santa Maria Novella train stations. Proceed to Forlì railway station. 
Other nearby airports are FORLÌ LUIGI RIDOLFI, RIMINI FEDERICO FELLINI, and ANCONA 
RAFFAELLO SANZIO, but they offer limited destinations and flights. 

To arrive by train, please follow the best travel arrangements to Forlì railway station and consider 
bus/navette solutions. 
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Navette Service
The organizers will provide a Navette Service free of charge from Forlì railway station to the 
venue on Tuesday 12 (timetable TBC) and back to the Forlì railway station on Wednesday 20 in 
the afternoon and Thursday 21 in the morning (timetable to be confirmed)

YOUR STAY IN CAPACCIO

Bed and breakfast, lunch, dinner, and coffee breaks are free of charge.
All participants will be required to share double/triple rooms in hotels according to gender. 
Internet WiFi connection is available.

Travel costs are on the budget of the single applicants. To support travel costs, the Organisation 
will provide scholarships as in the following table. All the students will be granted.

SCHOLARSHIP

500 Euros for attendants coming from mainland Italy
750 Euros for attendants coming from Italian islands
1000 Euros for attendants coming from European countries (EU, EEA, Swiss, UK). 
1500 Euros for participants coming from other European and global countries.  

TO WHOM THE CFB WINTER SCHOOL IS ADDRESSED

The CFB winter school is designed for Early Career Researchers (PhD, Post-doc) and postgraduate 
students (PhD students, Master students) in and outside Europe, carrying out research and 
studies on the ecosystem of relationships between forests and cities. 

HOW TO APPLY

The Organizers intend to select up to 15 ECR and Postgraduate students (approximately between 
21-35 years old) having a wide set of backgrounds dealing with Forest, Urban, and Environment 
issues. These include, tentatively but not exclusively, forest sciences, ecology, environmental 
sciences, applied biology, urban and territorial planning, agroforestry, agricultural sciences, 
landscape architecture, bioeconomy, social sciences, policy sciences. 

APPLICATION PROCESS

Official language: English 
Pre-requisites for admission: PhD, MSc in Agriculture, Forestry, Geography, Soil Sciences, Urban 
Planning, Natural Sciences or related field, and working experience in the field of mountain 
areas planning and protection.



PARTICIPATION IS FREE OF CHARGE

Scientific Committee: Prof. Giuseppe Scarascia Mugnozza, Prof. Marco Marchetti, prof. Renzo 
Motta, Prof. Fabio Salbitano 
Organizing committee: Dr Sergio Gallo, Dr Gabriele Locatelli, Dr Angela Rositi 

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION

The Organizing Committee will release a certificate of attendance and profit participation. Any 
additional document of specific interest to the attendants should be discussed, approved, and 
released after negotiation between the attendants and the organizing committee. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Applicants to EFI Biocities 2023 CFB-WS must fill and submit the application form at https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbRNHGDdVO1_-yEX1VLqnS7eE49sQYchcpRd3RIWpuvrK
OwA/viewform?usp=pp_url

The applicants can also use the “Offline Applicants form” in Annex 1 and send to: 
Giuseppe.Scarascia@efi.int; fsalbitano@uniss.it

The selection of attendants will be based on the motivation expressed and the profile of the 
applicants. 

Registration deadline: 4 December 2023

BACKGROUND AND PROGRAMME

Cities are the places where the majority of people in the world lives. They are key nodes of 
business, with a decision-making power and a natural capital footprint that goes far beyond the 
physical urban sphere. Cities’ societies, via diversified policy arrangements, exert their hegemony 
in wider surrounding and remote regions, being the engine itself of global colonisation and 
migration processes. The awareness of this influence is decisively increasing up to propose 
to change, either update, the concept of Anthropocene, during which the human impact on 
Earth’s geology and ecosystems became dominant. Effectively, the newly introduced concept 
of Urbancene emphasizes the determinant role of the global urbanisation footprint on the 
interactive dynamics of biosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and lithosphere.

Characterised by high population density, cities are surrounded by rural area, less-densely 
populated with minority built-up space. Rural areas are perceived as a mosaic of land uses having 
various degrees of naturalness. Notwithstanding certain benefits that rural areas gain from cities, 
such as market access, investment inputs, or employment opportunities, cities have generally 
developed a resources-demanding, relationship with those areas. The countryside is historically 
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perceived as a source of food, water, materials, energy, leisure, relax and tourism opportunities 
to serve the needs of cities, which behave as accumulative economic nodes. Urban dwellers, 
particularly in middle to high-income countries, are physically and mentally disconnected 
from the rural world. The process of urbanization of mindsets and lifestyles increased at an 
unprecedented pace in the last three decades. Almost 76% Europeans live in urban areas in 
2023 but the urban behaviour in term of use of resources, shopping and transport preferences, 
leisure and culture priorities, time organisation, socialization approaches, and housing standards 
concern the 98% of people living in Europe: urbanisation goes far beyond the city boundaries.

The BioRegion concept refers to a refined urban regional scale that includes the BioCity and 
its surroundings and is formulated and defined by natural and social interconnections (e.g. 
watersheds, foodsheds, and food systems) rather than administrative and economic boundaries. 
This means that the term BioRegion is more consistent with a ‘network’ rather than with a 
spatially compact region. In the circular BioSociety, formulated by the BioCity and its BioRegion 
together, the use of resources and the economy around it is more cyclical. The impact on nature 
and the dependence on energy sources, such as fossil fuels, is minimised, and climate change 
and adaptation to global and regional environmental change are integral to its functions.

The social-ecological system of a BioCity and its BioRegion comprises a variety of organisms, 
compartments, and processes, with distinct traits and interdependent flows of ecosystem 
functions and services across a blue and green network within the landscape.
There are many key issues linking cities to rural zones and particularly forests. 

The course will focus on four thematic sessions: 
1. Water and Watershed
2. Mitigation and prevention of land degradation. 
3. Integrated multi-scalar planning 
4. Parco Italia experience as a laboratory of designing and implementing connection from cities 

to forests.

OBJECTIVES

1. Providing knowledge on urgent and emerging issues linking cities to forests
2. Developing discourses, methods, and research insights as collaborative outputs of co-

produced Living Labs
3. Strengthening transdisciplinary collaboration

FOR MORE INFO

Contact us: info@alberitalia.it |  +39 345 667 0461

http://info@alberitalia.it 


12 December, Tuesday Welcome and ice breaking

13 December, Wednesday

Introduction to the course: 
• Welcome talk on Forests and Biocities
• Biocities, ecosystem services and forest based solutions
• BioCity and BioRegion as a Complex Social-Ecological 

Systems

14 December, Thursday

• Water and watersheds
• Focus presentations on water resources as nexus of rural 

and urban landscapes
• Living lab on Forest- and nature-based solutions

15 December, Friday

• Land degradation and risk assessment 
• Focus presentations: Landslides, water and fire
• Living lab on landscape management and design for 

environmental security 

16 December, Saturday

• Urban metabolism 
• Forest circular bioeconomy: opportunities and limitations
• Forest and Urban forest Certification schemes, biodiversity 

and sustainability  key indicators 

17 December, Sunday On site visit in Santa Sofia, Ridracoli, Campigna, Parco 
Nazionale Foreste Casentinesi

18 December, Monday

• Planning: Integrating urban, regional and territorial 
planning 

• Focus: Integrating planning for risk reduction
• Living Lab on guidelines design for master planning 

towards risk reduction and ecosystem restoration 
integrating city and forests

19 December, Tuesday

• Parco Italia: Connecting cities to forest and mountains: 
vision, benefits and ecosystem services in 

• The experience of Parco Italia research and implementation
• Living Lab Parco Italia
• Cities, Forests and beyond
• Tools for knowledge: modelling and applications

20 December, Wednesday • Synthesis and presentation of the Living Labs outputs
• Closing ceremony 

EFI Biocities 2023 Winter School - PROGRAMME



First Name

Family Name

Gender

Email

Phone
Please type the international format (e.g. 
+39 for Italy + phone number as to be 
dialed)

Nationality

Permanent address

Education/Title
(eg. PhD,  MSc, BSc, PhD, Other: please 
specify)

Topic of the background studies. 
Please indicate shortly the subject of the 
course you have got a degree

Current position
(Post-doc, PhD student, MSc student, 
other: please specify)

Motivation
Please express in max 400 characters, spa-
ces included, your scientific and/or perso-
nal motivation to attend the CFB-WS.

Annex 1
Offline Applicants’ form



Profile
Please present yourself, your background, 
main achievements, and working/studying 
experiences, in max 1500 characters, spa-
ces included.

Required attention and personal 
restrictions about food, culture, health, 
impairments, disabilities, allergies or any 
other. Please indicate syntethically

To complete the registration it is mandatory to read the Privacy Policy and sign it for acceptance, attaching the signed sheets to the 
registration form



INFORMATION ON THE PROCESSING OF PERSONAL DATA OF 
WINTER SCHOOL ENROLLEES
This information concerns the personal data that will be processed in compliance with the current legislation on the 
protection of personal data and, in any case, with the principles of confidentiality that inspire the activity carried out 
by Fondazione AlberItalia ETS and is intended to describe its management methods, in the context of the processing 
of personal data of the Interested Parties.

This information is provided pursuant to Article 13 of EU Regulation 2016/679 of April 27, 2016, and pursuant to 
Legislative Decree 196/2003 amended and supplemented by Legislative Decree 101/2018.

PURPOSES OF THE PROCESSING
The Personal Data you make available to AlberItalia ETS Foundation are: personal, identification, study, contact 
data and rel ated to any personal limitations, may be used for the following purposes:
a) Execution of the training course offered by AlberItalia ETS Foundation (legal basis - art.6 paragraph 1 letter b) of 
EU Regulation 2016/679)
b) Administrative and accounting management as well as for the purpose of complying with current legal regulations 
(legal basis - art.6 paragraph 1 letter b) and c) of EU Regulation 2016/679)
c) Subscription to the mailing list for future communications in relation to the courses offered for your category/
album.

We remind you that, with reference to the purposes highlighted in points a) and b), the provision of your personal 
data is mandatory. In any case, your refusal and/or the provision of inaccurate and/or incomplete information would 
prevent the performance of the activity.

METHOD OF PROCESSING
The processing of your Personal Data will be carried out by means of suitable paper, electronic and/or telematic 
tools, with logics strictly related to the above purposes and, in any case, in such a way as to ensure the security and 
confidentiality of the data.

The material collected will be used exclusively by individuals appointed by AlberItalia ETS Foundation and specifically 
authorized.

The proposed training course will not be recorded and there will be no subsequent disclosure to third parties.

Should the need arise to process personal data for a purpose other than those mentioned above, all appropriate 
measures will be put in place to make the subject unrecognizable and/or unidentifiable; if this should not be possible 
or, if for the purpose to be achieved, identification of the subject is necessary, explicit and specific authorization will 
be requested.

DATA PROCESSORS AND RECIPIENT CATEGORIES
Your personal data may come to the attention of the persons authorized to process personal data appointed by 
Fondazione AlberItalia ETS in the exercise of their functions.

Your personal data may be communicated to any parties that provide Fondazione AlberItalia ETS with services or 
facilities that are instrumental to the purposes indicated above. Your personal data may also be communicated to 
suppliers/companies/public bodies of services necessary for the provision of the requested services.

Data processor for use of Google Forms
Google Ireland Limited (“Google”), a company incorporated and operating under the laws of Ireland (Registration 
Number: 368047), with its registered office at Gordon House, Barrow Street, Dublin 4, Ireland is hereby appointed as 
EXTERNAL PROCESSING RESPONSIBLE with respect to the processing it performs (cloud-based data management 
for Google Forms and associated services), pursuant to Articles 4 and 28 of the European Regulation 679/2016 and 
the relevant data protection regulations.



As described in the Privacy Shield certification, Google complies with both the regulations regarding the EU-US 
Privacy Shield and regarding the Swiss-US Privacy Shield, as set forth by the U.S. Department of Commerce in relation 
to the collection, use, and retention of personal information applicable to European Union member countries and 
Switzerland, respectively.

Google is responsible for any personal information provided to third parties for external processing on its behalf 
under the Onward Transfer Principle, as described in the section on sharing user information.

For more information about the Privacy Shield program and to view Google’s certification, please visit the Privacy 
Shield website.

More information on how Google processes data can be found at this link:
https://policies.google.com/privacy/update

A full list of the Organization’s Data Processors is available upon request (see Data Controller contact details).
Your personal information collected with Google forms may come to the attention of the persons authorized to 
process personal data appointed by Fondazione AlberItalia ETS in the exercise of their functions.
Your personal data may be communicated to any parties that provide Fondazione AlberItalia ETS with services or 
facilities that are instrumental to the purposes indicated above. Your personal data may also be communicated to 
suppliers/companies/public bodies of services necessary for the provision of the requested services.

CRITERIA USED FOR STORAGE OF PERSONAL DATA
Data retention is carried out according to the following criteria:
- for the purposes in letters a) and b) of this policy, data will be kept for a period of 10 years following the execution of 
the last service performed, unless the need for further storage arises, in order to enable AlberItalia ETS Foundation 
to defend its rights.

RIGHTS OF THE DATA SUBJECT
Pursuant to Articles 15-22 and 77 of EU Regulation 2016/679, the data subject has the right to:
- Obtain access to their personal data and its processing
- Obtain access to all information in this document
- Obtain the right to rectification, integration, restriction or erasure of their personal data
- Obtain the right to data portability
- Right to object
- Right to file a complaint with a supervisory authority
For the exercise of these rights, described above, please contact the designated figures through the contacts below; 
such a request will be provided with appropriate feedback according to the timelines provided by the GDPR.

OWNER OF THE DATA PROCESSING

The owner of the processing of your Data is AlberItalia ETS Foundation with registered office in Via Isola 
Capaccio n. 77 - 47018 SANTA SOFIA (FC) and CF 92096720401 in the person of the President pro tempore.

Any requests regarding personal data processed by AlberItalia ETS Foundation may be sent to the e-mail address: 
info@alberitalia.it

__________________________________________________________

For Acceptance 

_______________________________________

Current Date
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